
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Issue 1 - Page 1      October 2009 

 

 

 

Department of California 

Ladies Auxiliary 
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Dear Sisters, 
It was my honor to visit the 
Auxiliaries of the former 21st 
District, at the beginning of the 
month of September.  These 
Auxiliaries have to be individually 
inspected every year and I chose to 
do this personally.  It was a 
pleasure to meet with the ladies, 
and find out some of their wishes, 
and answer the questions they 
have.  While Denis and I were in 
the 21st District the Crescent City 
Post and Auxiliary held their 
annual picnic and invited us to 
join them.  The food was great and 
the company even better. 
 
Our travels then took us to the 
Commander in Chief, Tommy 
Tradewellõs, Homecoming in 
Milwaukee Wisconsin and then to 
the National President, Jan Tittleõs, 
Homecoming in Myrtle Beach 
South Carolina.  They were both 
very festive occasions, and I was 
very excited to be able to represent 
you at these events.  While at the 
Homecoming for our National 
President we attended the Council 
of Administration meeting.  You 
will find an excellent report on the 
meeting from our National Area G 
Representative, Stephanie Martin, 
in this edition of the Echo and 
again online as a link below the 
photo on the home page.   Those 
who attended the National 
Convention in Phoenix will 
remember there was some talk of 
reducing the amount of money we 
receive for our Life Members 

($3.50 per member).  I am very 
proud to say that each of your Line 
Officers brainstormed to think of 
ways to offset this reduction in 
payout, and to find reasons that 
the National Organization should 
not make this drastic move.  
Everyone came up with different 
ideas and our National Area G 
Representative, Stephanie, put all 
of our ideas together and was 
prepared to òfight for our rightsó.  
As it happened, it was not 
necessary because the 
recommendation to lower the 
payout was dropped (See 
Stephanieõs Article) but the point is 
that we all worked together on 
your behalf, and I am very proud 
to have each and every one of the 
officers on the team.  The main 
focus this year is teamwork and 
communication.  We have 
established this with the VFW and 
now we have proven that we 
practice the same within our office. 
 
Upon returning home from South 
Carolina, Denis and I met 
Commander Jack Turner and his 
wife Renate (also my Assistant 
Guard) in the 18th District for their 
Official Visit.  I convey my thanks 
for all of the courtesies extended to 
us during our visit, to President 
Barbara Allen and Commander 
Bill Pickler, and all of the officers 
and members who made our visit 
so memorable.  Personal thank you 
cards will go out today.  I also 
want to thank our Senior Vice 
President Judy Jones, Junior Vice 
President and Membership Team 
Member Joyce Bilyeu, Guard and 
Veterans and Family Support 
Chairman Marilyn Peck, Cancer 
Aid & Research Chairman and 
Past Department President Doris 

McDonald and Community 
Service Chairman Kathy Walery 
for joining us at the meeting on 
Sunday.  As always it was a real 
pleasure to spend some time with 
Past Department President, Verna 
Caywood, who is a member of the 
18th District.  If you are ever in the 
Yuba City area, take time to visit 
the Museum of the Forgotten 
Warriors.  Should you decide to 
visit, be sure to allow several 
hours.  There are over 65,000 items 
in this small museum, and you 
wonõt want to miss one of them. 
 
I have visited several Districts and 
I have personally observed all of 
the good work you do for your 
veterans, their families and your 
communities.  Please fill out your 
reports and get them in to your 
Department and District 
Chairmen.  This not only lets your 
Chairmen know what you are 
doing within your Auxiliary but it 
also retains our not for profit 
status and it is these reports that 
prove to the IRS that we are truly 
and non-profit organization.  
These reports are what you will 
need to show, should you be 
audited.  It is evident that it is not 
a lack of information being handed 
out, mailed and published in our 
newsletter, it is the lack of reading 
and reporting on the part of the 
Auxiliary.  Our Department and 
District Chairmen put out a great 
deal of effort to get the information 
to the members.  Letõs show them 
how much we appreciate it by 
sending in those reports. 
 
Because of your diligent sales of 
our Rosie in Pink, òWe Can Cure 

Itó Cancer Pins, we have almost 
sold out.  The pin company has 

   State President 
    Sue Wells 
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promised me a shipment on 
Tuesday, September 29th so we 
should have plenty for you at the 
Council of Administration 
Meeting.  If you have not seen the 
pin, or would like to order more 
pins you can contact Doris 
McDonald, Cancer Aid and 
Research Chairman, (559) 299-
8275.  Remember, together, òWe 

Can Cure Itó. 
 
WOW!!!  WE HAVE THE BEST 
MEMBERSHIP TEAM IN THE 

UNITED STATES!!!   I know this 
is a fact because on Friday 
September 25th, California became 
number 1 in the nation in 
membership with 84.23% 
transmitted, beating out Alaska for 
the number 1 position.  Each of 
you serve on the membership 
team, and you are the ones who 
made it happen.  I thank you so 
very much for raising us to this 
position, but even more, I thank 
you for doing this for our veterans.  
Every number we take to the 
Capitol in support of veterans 
programs make us that much 
stronger in our Government 
Representativeõs eyes. 
 
Jan Monday, Sherl Daverio and I 
have been working very hard to 
complete the Echo in the 
Department office.  Our Line 
Officers came through, fixed my 
glitches, and hopefully this edition 
will be developed, printed and 
mailed from our office.  We are 
working very hard to save the 
organization quite a bit of money.  
This edition of the Echo will be 
mailed at the first class rate, giving 
us a chance to verify that the 
addresses that we have for those 
we have to mail are correct and up 
to date.  An email will go out 
letting those who have so 
generously agreed to go on line to 
get their copy of the Echo know 
when it is available.  I thank each 
and every one of you who have 
agreed to help the Department 

Office save money that would 
normally be used for mailings.  
Because the Echo is available on 
line, we encourage every member 
to print out their own copy.  If you 
havenõt visited our website 
recently, take a look at it.  We are 
proud of the changes that have 
been made, and welcome any 
suggestions for future 
improvement.   
 
A few of the Auxiliaries are having 
a problem with their Auxiliary 
Treasurer wanting the Auxiliary 
President to sign blank checks.  
Sisters, this is forbidden by our 
bylaws.  The checks are to be 
written when the money is 
approved by the membership at a 
regular monthly meeting and 
recorded in the Secretaryõs 
minutes.  Then, and only then, are 
the checks to be signed by both 
parties.  Should something need 
paid that is on the Financial Guide 
or that has been previously 
approved for payment and it is 
between meetings, the President 
and the Treasurer will need to get 
together to fill out and sign the 
check for that expenditure.  The 
books of the Secretary and 
Treasurer need to be available to 
the membership if there is a 
request from a member to see 
them.  The books should not leave 
the Secretary or the Treasurerõs 
possession but should be made 
available to the members.  If this is 
a problem within your Auxiliary 
and it cannot be solved among 
yourselves, you can give me or the 
Department Office a call.  We will 
work on the problem together.  It 
is unacceptable to execute 
anything that is against our 
Bylaws. 
 
By the time you read this the 
Council of Administration meeting 
and State Commander Jack 
Turnerõs Homecoming in San 
Diego, will be history.  I hope that 
everyone who attended came 

away a bit more informed on our 
Programs and the workings of our 
organization, and I especially hope 
that everyone had a great time.  
We were honored to have 
Armithea òSissyó Borel, National 
Conductress, as our National 
Representative.  We will have a 
complete report on the weekend 
on the website, and again in the 
next issue of the Echo. 
 
The National President, Jan Tittle, 
will be visiting California soon.  
She will arrive on November 30, 
2009 and will leave on December 3, 
2009.  When she leaves us she will 
be traveling to Hawaii for the Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Ceremony, 
so our festivities will be limited to 
the Sacramento area so as to not 
completely exhaust her.  We want 
her to have fond memories of her 
visit with us.  Julie Williamson, 
National Presidentõs Visit 
Chairman, has lined up some very 
interesting things to entertain the 
National President, and all who 
wish to join us.  This visit and all 
of the events are planned for each 
and every one of you.  This is not 
just for the Officers.  Every 
member of the California Ladies 
Auxiliary to the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars is invited to join us.  
The headquarters hotel is the 
Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza, 300 J 
Street in downtown Sacramento.  
Several events have been planned 
and the forms and complete 
itinerary can be found in this 
publication or on line at 
lavfwca.org. 
 
Remember, the only DUMB 
question is one that you do not 
ask.  Your Department Officers are 
here to serve you.  May God Bless 
each of you and donõt forget 
òService to Veterans is Love in 

Actionó and òItõs Time for Our 
Military Heroesó, so take the time, 
and show our veterans that you 
love them. 
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DEPARTMENT OF 

CALIFORNIA 

GENERAL ORDERS #2 

 

THESE GENERAL ORDERS 

ARE TO BE READ AT THE 

FIRST MEETING 

FOLLOWING RECEIPT 

BEFORE BEING FILED 

FOR REFERENCE. 

 

1. The Voice of Democracy 

Department Banquet will be 

held on Friday, January 22, 

2010, at the Hilton Hotel in 

Sacramento.  There will be 

no Ladies Auxiliary VFW 

Council of Administration 

meeting held that weekend, 

however, all members are 

encouraged to attend the 

Voice of Democracy 

Banquet (forms available 

online at lavfwca.org).  The 

third Council of 

Administration meeting for 

the Ladies Auxiliary 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 

will be held on March 13, 

2010 at the Veterans 

Memorial Building in 

Merced California (forms 

available online at 

lavfwca.org). 

 

2. Auxiliary orders for 500 or 

more Buddy Poppies must 

be made through your Post 

Quartermaster, to the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Department of California..  

Only Post checks will be 

accepted, and the Buddy 

Poppies will be shipped 

directly from the 

manufacturing hospital to 

the Post.  Orders for less 

than 500 Buddy Poppies 

should be directed to the 

Ladies Auxiliary Veterans 

of Foreign Wars, 

Department of California.  

No special order form is 

necessary.  If you have any 

questions or wish to place 

an order, please contact the 

Auxiliary Department 

Office at (916) 361-0932 or 

by email to 

monday@lavfwca.org. 

 

3. Article VIII, section 813 ï 

Treasurer, Duties of (All 

Levels) (in part) ñThe 

Treasurer shall be the 

Treasurer of all Auxiliary 

committees handling funds.  

She shall, at the end of her 

term of office, or sooner if 

so ordered by proper 

authority, transfer to her 

successor, without delay, all 

paper, books, monies, and 

other property of the 

Auxiliary in her possession.  

Upon approval by the 

National President, the 

Auxiliary President may 

appoint an acting Treasurer 

when the Treasurer is 

unable to function for a 

period of time due to illness, 

death, resignation, or 

extended vacations.  The 

request must be in writing to 

the National President.ò  

Sec. 813A ï Auxiliary 

Treasurer (in part) 

ñAuxiliaries may not 

possess credit cards, ATM 

(Automated Teller Machine) 

cards, and/or debit cards.ò 

 

4. Application cards (now 

available online at 

ladiesauxvfw.org) shall be 

submitted for new, 

reinstated, paying transfers 

and non-paying transfers. 

Article I  Sec. 113A ï Life 

Membership Transfer.  

ñWhen a Life Member 

transfers, the Treasurer of 

the accepting Auxiliary 

shall forward an Annual or 

Life Member Change 

Request form Directly to the 

National Treasurer, with a 

copy to the Department 

Treasurer, along with a 

duplicate accepted 

application card.ò  All 

applications shall be 

completed in full, both front 

and back including the 

investigating committee.  

The recommending sister 

cannot be on the 

investigating committee.  

VFW members may 

recommend a Sister for the 

membership, but cannot be 

on the investigating 

committee.  All 

Membership is sent through 

the Department Office.  No 

transmittals are to be sent 

directly to National.  Please 

do not staple or tape any 

lists, checks or Membership 

Summaries together.  It is 

very time-consuming to 

have to separate all the 

items, and sometimes 

damage occurs in the 

separation process. 

 

5. Section 207 ï Surrender or 

Forfeiture of Charter (in 

part):  ñNo Charter shall be 

surrendered by any 

Auxiliary so long as ten (10) 

members thereof demand its 

continuance; nor unless a 

proposal to surrender the 

Charter shall have been 

made at a regular meeting 

of the Auxiliary at least one 

(1) month before the time 

action.  Notice of said 

mailto:monday@lavfwca.org
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proposal shall be given in 

writing to every member of 

the Auxiliary with a copy of 

said notice mailed on the 

same date to the District, 

County Council, 

Department  and National 

Presidents, and to the  Post, 

County Council, District 

and Department 

Commanders no less than 

thirty (30) days prior to the 

surrender or cancellation of 

the charterò.  Section 208B 

ï Auxiliary to a Di sbanded 

Post.  ñThe Auxiliary shall 

be canceled by the National 

President and shall be 

allowed sixty (60) days to 

finalize its business.ò 

 

6. Auxiliary Officers 

eligibility.  Article VIII 

Sec. 801 ï Eligibility ñAny 

member in good standing in 

an Auxiliary shall be 

eligible to any office in the 

Auxiliary, County Council 

District, Department, or the 

National Organization.  No 

member shall hold two 

elective offices on the same 

level at the same time, but 

she may hold one elective 

and one or more appointive 

offices on that level.  The 

one exception to this rule 

being that a Trustee may 

hold another elective or 

appointive office other than 

President, Secretary, or 

Treasurer.ò 

 

7. The Auxiliary President 

may replace an elected 

officer provided that the 

following criteria are met.  

(See Bylaws, Section 809B 

ï Auxiliaries, Page 66, 

Paragraph 2.)  ñAn 

Auxiliary may at a regular 

meeting by majority vote of 

the members present, 

declare vacant the position 

of any elective Officer, who 

may absent herself, without 

valid excuse, from two 

consecutive meetings or for 

a period of sixty (60)days, 

whichever should come 

first; or who fails to fulfill 

the duties of her office as 

outlined in Article VIII, 

provided that seven (7) days 

written notice shall have 

been given to such Officer 

of such proposed action, 

and provided that such 

action is approved by the 

Department President.ò 

 

8. Removing Ineligibles 

Article I Sec. 115 

(paragraph 1 in part).  ñAn 

Auxiliary may by motion 

duly passed at any regular 

or special meeting called for 

purpose, question the 

eligibility of any member.  

Thereupon the memberôs 

application card and service 

record of the veteran under 

whom she joined shall be 

submitted through cannels 

to the National President, 

who shall determine the 

eligibility of the member.ò 

 

9. Auxiliaries are encouraged 

to combine their donations 

to Operation Uplink, 

Military Assistance Program 

(MAP) and Unmet Needs, 

and earmark their donation 

National Military Services, 

so that the monies can be 

allocated where they are 

needed most.  Checks 

should be directed to Ladies 

Auxiliary VFW, 406 West 

34
th

 Street, 10
th

 Floor, 

Kansas City MO 64111.  A 

report of this donation 

should be made to 

Department of California, 

Veterans & Family Support 

Chairman, Marilyn Peck, 

1737 West Beacon Avenue, 

Anaheim CA 92804 and to 

your District Veterans and 

Family Support Chairman.  

One-time $100.00 donations 

will receive a Citation from 

the National Ladies 

Auxiliary.  

 

10. District Presidents ï If you 

already have or are planning 

to replace any Chairmen, or 

if there has been a change in 

District Officers, please 

contact the Department 

Office immediately with the 

name, address, telephone 

contact numbers and email 

address of your new 

Chairmen or Officers.  The 

Department will in turn 

make sure the Department 

Chairmen have the 

corrected information.  

Correct information is 

imperative in maintaining 

accurate correspondence 

and mailings. 

 

By Order Of: 

Donita óSueô Wells 

Department of California 

President 

 

Attest: 

Sherl Ann Daverio 

Department of California 

Secretary 
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I just returned from the Council of 
Administration meeting in San 
Diego where a lot of information 
was distributed to the District 
Presidents on the programs, on the 
incorporation packets each 
Auxiliary recently received and on 
the deadline for filing your 990N 
for the 2008 year.  We are in the 
process of verifying the need for 
incorporation by Auxiliaries.  The 
important thing to remember is 
that incorporation is not a bad 
thing and can protect your 
members from personal loss in the 
event of any lawsuits.  And even 
though incorporated, the Auxiliary 
is exempt under the Group 
Exemption held by the 
Department Office. 
 
If you havenõt gotten your 990N 
filed for the 2008 year, please do it 
as soon as possible and send the 
acknowledgment of the filing to 
me for my records so I can record 
that it has been done.  If you are 
having a problem with it, please 
contact me.  But I sent step by step 
instructions with the incorporation 
packet at the end of last month.  
The deadline for filing is 
November 15, 2009. 
 
The Line Officers are discussing 
ways to get some help for 
Auxiliary Treasurers with all of 
these filings and governmental 
paperwork that must be completed 
each year.  So please do not feel 
alone or overwhelmed.  Together 
we will make it work.   
 
Please remember that if a 
Treasurer must resign or the office 
becomes vacant for any reason, 
please contact the office right away 
so we can take the necessary steps 

to keep the Auxiliary functioning 
in a productive way.  The audit for 
the July, August and September 
quarter is now due and the 
deadline is October 31, 2009.  If 
extensions are necessary, please 
contact this office so we can keep 
track of the filings. 
 
In the meantime, keep up the good 
work and may God Bless each and 
every one of you. 
 
. 
 

 
                   
             
We are into the month of October 
and our second Council of 
Administration.  Why are some of 
you having such a difficult time 
getting started?  Department 
President Sue and I have set a goal 
this year.  Our intention is to retain 
the Auxiliaries that we have.  Of 
coarse we would love to have any 
new Auxiliaries instituted. 
 
The majority of our Auxiliaries are 
doing a great work.  I know this 
matter of incorporation has 
thrown most of you, it is 
something we have to do.  At the 
Council of Administration, there 
was a workshop for the District 
Presidents and Department 
Chairmen on the incorporation.  
Ladies we are all doing this.  
Please let us know if it is 
something you cannot do on your 
own.  Sherl  spent alot of time 
making an information sheet to go 
step by step.  District Presidents 
and Auxiliary Treasurers if you 
did not receive a packet let Sherl 
know.  It is really not that hard.  I 
know not everyone has a computer 
but someone in your Auxiliary or 
District does. Ask for Help!!!  
 

Some of our Auxiliaries are having 
such a hard tome getting their year 
started.  Remember the President 
is the one you elected to lead your 
Auxiliary this year.  She should 
have the respect that is due her.  
The respect should be shown to all 
of your Officers and Sisters.  How 
hard is that?  Fighting and yelling 
is not acceptable in your meeting 
room or at all.  We are Sisters!!!!  
We are a National Organization 
and therefore have National By-
Laws to follow.  Some of you think 
you can make up the rules as you 
go along.  Not so. 
 
I love each and everyone of you 
and only want the best for you and 
your Auxiliary.  So please, donõt be 
afraid to ask for help.  Use your 
chain of command.  God Bless 
America and God Bless all of you.  
òService to Veterans, Is Love in 
Actionó. 
 

National 

Councilmember 

Area G 
Stephanie Martin  
 
 

This is a recap of the National 
Council of Administration Meeting 
held in Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina on September 19, 2009.  
Please note this is ONLY the 
Council Meeting ð I am sure 
President Sue will be giving you 
all an update on the Directorõs 
work shop and other items that 
were addressed.  Attending this 
Council Meeting from the Dept. of 
California ð Gwen Rankin, 
National Jr. Vice President, Dept. 
President Sue Wells, Dept. 
Secretary/Treasurer Sherl Daverio, 
Western Conference Membership 
Chairman Reta Butler and myself. 
 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP PAY-OUT 
It was moved and seconded that 
the Life Membership issue be 
taken from the table. 
 

Chief of Staff 
  Liz Williams 

State Secretary 

and 

Treasurer 
Sheryl Daverio 
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Past Natõl Presidents Sandy 
Germany and Linda Meader 
approached the podium and spoke 
on this matter.  As they explained, 
the chances of closing the 
organization OR all life members 
passing away at the same time are 
minimal. They distributed 
statistical information which made 
their point clear.  They felt that 
Auxiliaries and Departments 
would be hurt too much with this 
drastic cut when it really wasnõt 
necessary at this time.  All were in 
agreement and much relieved.   
 
INVESTMENTS 
 
It was also recommended to allow 
investment in other categories 
including TIPS to product against 
inflation.  The National Council of 
Administration will be provided a 
quarterly report of how our 
investment portfolio is proceeding.   
 
LIFE MEMBERS WITH INVALID 
ADDRESSES 
 
Natõl President Jan announced that 
she has authorized the hiring of a 
temporary employee whose job 
will be to work exclusively on 
determining the location of life 
members through a research 
program.   
 
NATIONAL MILITARY 
SERVICES 
 
Gunner Kent visited the ladies and 
advised that Operation Uplink, 
Unmet Needs and Military 
Assistance are grouped into one 
program ð Military Services .   
Operation Uplink and Unmet 
Needs are in restricted funds; 
MAP is in an unrestricted fund.  
Therefore, when funds are sent for 
these programs, it is requested that 
checks be earmarked National 
Military Services .  This allows 
National to have the discretion of 
putting the funds into each 
account as needed. 

 

¶ MAP money is used when a 
veteran gets out of the service, 
has critical needs and the VA 
has not kicked in yet.   
Additionally, if an Auxiliary 
wishes to put on a going away 
party, coming home party, 
Christmas party, etc. contact 
Mike Penny at National 
Headquarters.  They will send 
the paperwork and cut a 
check.  Monies are calculated 
at $5-$6 per person per event.  
Receipts need to be returned 
with accompanying 
paperwork. 

¶ Operation Uplink ð National 
has gotten away from calling 
cards as much as possible due 
to the cost.  They now have 
òOverseas Calling Daysó once 
a month.  The Ladies Auxiliary 
sponsors the Motherõs Day 
Calling Day.  National is still 
using the calling cards for 
hospital patients, military 
personnel stationed in places 
such as Okinawa, Korea, etc. 

¶ Unmet Needs is a ògrantó 
program up to $2,500 with no 
pay back.  If more funds are 
needed, they will look at it on 
a òcase by caseó basis.    

 
These three programs are funded 
exclusively by donations at the 
Post and Auxiliary level.  National 
President Jan asked that checks 
from Auxiliaries go first to the 
LAVFW at National Headquarters 
earmarked National Military 
Service.  That way it can be noted 
who should receive citations. 
 
NATIONAL VEHICLE  
 
It was explained that a van needs 
to be purchased by National to be 
used to pick up line officers at 
airport, transport them back, go 
out to eat, transport supplies, etc.  
It was moved and seconded that 
this van be purchased.  National 
President Jan emphasized that 

should the National 
Secretary/Treasurer use this 
vehicle for personal business, she 
will be charged mileage, 
maintenance, insurance, etc. 

 
NATIONAL HOME 85 TH 
BIRTHDAY PARTY  
 
Michigan will be enacting new 
laws regarding transporting 
children.  A mini bus is 
desperately needed.  President Jan 
has pledged $60,000 towards this 
mini van.  She urged everyone to 
make a donation so this goal can 
be met.  She will be visiting the 
National Home in January and 
presenting a check.  Donations 
should be earmarked òmini vanó 
and sent to the VFW National 
Home, 3573 S. Waverly Road, 
Eaton Rapids, MI  48827.   Since 
this is the National Homeõs 85th 
Birthday, they would like you to 
send a birthday card with a 
keychain.  Key chains will be 
placed on a board and voted by 
the residents which keychain will 
hold the keys to the new mini van.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS  
 
President Jan announced at the 
Mid Winter Conference in Las 
Vegas (Harrahõs Hotel), there will 
be a cocktail reception set up about 
8:00 p.m. for those waiting to greet 
their Presidents after her òNight 
on the Townó. 
 
Our National website has been 
updated.  Under Postcards From 
Jan, if you scroll down there will 
be other pictures from the states 
that Jan has visited. 
 
Cancer Grant applications are now 
available on line 
 
Membership application 
cards/forms are now available on 
line. 
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The special luncheon at National 
Convention where Outstanding 
Presidents are announced ð 
National President Jan is opening 
this up to all those who would like 
to attend as long as they purchase 
a ticket PRIOR TO 
CONVENTION.  No monies will 
be accepted at Convention.   We 
will be receiving more information 
on price, where to send monies, 
etc. as the date approaches. 
 
Again, thank you for electing me 
your National Council Member, 
Area G.  I was very proud to 
attend this meeting and represent 
the members of the Dept. of 
California.  
 

Americanism            
Susan  
MacDonald 
 

I would like to 
thank you all 

for the hard work you are doing 
on this special program.  The 
reports have been wonderful and a 
joy to read.  Keep it up Sisters.   
 
My goal with you this year is to 
share our pride of America with 
everyone.  Promoting pride and 
making sure that the public never 
forgets the sacrifices of our 
Veterans and their families, and 
our military and their families 
have made on our behalf. 
 
I believe the Sisters in our great 
organization are a very important 
part of our American culture.  So 
yell and scream, and tell all how 
proud we are to be in America.  
Freedom isnõt free!  Letõs get out 
and help out all we can.  
 
Promote and educate in our 
schools, churches, any place in the 
community that needs us.  Donate 
flags to the schools and help them 
to fly them high with pride.  We 
need to promote patriotism by 
observing our Patriotic Holidays; 

teaching the proper care of the 
flag.  Hold educational programs 
about flag etiquette in our schools, 
nursing homes, churches, day 
cares or any place the needs your 
knowledge. 
 
I know you all do so much 
already, but please do a little more.  
Please report, promote and raise 
the flag for our wonderful country 
and the elite organization we are 
so lucky to be a part of.  I know we 
will show òService to Our 

Veterans is Love in Actionó and 
we certainly know òItõs Time for 
Americaõs Military Heroesó. 
 
Love to all! I am looking forward 
to hearing from you and may God 
Bless the USA and the Red, White, 
and Blue forever! 
 
 

 
   

òAlone we can do so little, together 
we CAN do so muchó ð Helen 

Keller 
 
Make-a-Difference Day is 
October 24, 2009. This is a day that 
we can all work together to Make a 
Difference to someone, some 
organization/group, or our 
community. I urge you to partner 
with your Post. Contact your 
Commander and ask if there is a 
project that the both of you could 
do together. There is plenty of time 
left to plan something special. Use 
this opportunity to suggest that 
with the combined efforts of both 
the Post and Auxiliary, the impact 
on your community could be 
amazing. Use this project to 
publicize all of the positive effects 
that your volunteer work has on 
your community and let them 
know that òItõs Time for America 

Military Heroesó and be sure to 
Have Fun! 

 
At the VFW National Convention 
in Phoenix in August, we were 
introduced to Community 

Covenant. The purpose of the 
Community Covenant is to invite 
our communities to demonstrate 
their support for our Military 
Members and their families. This is 
done by having a Community 

Covenant Signing Ceremony. The 
goal for 2009 is to offer every state, 
city and town in America the 
opportunity to host the ceremony 
thereby visually demonstrating 
support for service members and 
their families.  
 
When looking into this program, 
my first thought was òWould this 
be a project that we could do?ó 
and òHow would it benefit our 
communities?õ I think that the 
answer to both is YES! What a 
wonderful tool this project will be 
to let our communities realize that 
by participating in Community 

Covenant, they will not only be 
supporting those who serve but 
give strength to their families as 
well. What a superb tool to 
advance the VFW and itõs Ladies 
Auxiliaries. Please go their web 
site: 
ACSIMcommunitycovenant@conc
us.army.mil to get the information 
you will need to present this 
program to your community 
leaders and to help them plan. You 
could also contact Major General 
(ret) Craig Wheldon, U.S. Army for 
more information: 
craig.wheldon@celebration.fl.us. 
He was the one who introduced 
Community Covenant at the 
convention and has been very 
helpful in answering all of my 
questions. 
 
Do you have any Veterans in your 
family? Well, of course you do 
otherwise you would not be a 
member of the Ladies Auxiliary to 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars! This 
is one of the most important 

 Community 

Service 
Kathy Walery  

 

mailto:ACSIMcommunitycovenant@concus.army.mil
mailto:ACSIMcommunitycovenant@concus.army.mil
mailto:craig.wheldon@celebration.fl.us
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reasons to promote the Veterans 

Oral History Project. Please give 
your loved ones the opportunity to 
tell their òstoryó. Give them the 
opportunity to become part of 
history. Give them the opportunity 
to have their efforts preserved for 
generations to come. Whether they 
served in WWI, WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam, the Persian Gulf Wars, or 
as recent as Afghanistan or Iraq, 
every story counts. Please 
download the information, 
www.loc.gov/vets, contact your 
loved one and start recording 
history. Oh, by the way, how 
about giving other Veterans the 
same gift ð the opportunity to tell 
their story. 
 
I thank all of those Auxiliaries that 
have sent me reports thus far but I 
believe that all of the Auxiliaries in 
this Department have done a 
Community Service Project now 
but have not yet sent me the 
report. Please send your reports 
ASAP! Presidents, talk to your 
Community Service Chairman and 
help her write the report if 
necessary. When writing your 
report, please include all of the 
hours, miles, members and money 
spent for EACH project not just a 
combined total without 
explanation. I have to report the 
total amount of volunteer hours 
as well as monies spent for the 
period of May 1- October 31 to 
our VFW Department 
Community Service Chairman as 
required by National VFW. In 
order for me to do this, I MUST 
HAVE YOUR REPORTS! 
Remember, only hours and monies 

benefiting the community are to 
be reported. 

 
As we continue to volunteer in our 
communities, we can use this to 
show that not only do we care 
about our neighbors but that our 
òService to Veterans is Love in 

Actionó as well. 
 

 

          
                                                                    
Hello Sisters of California, 
Wow! November, I see us closing 
in on our 100% Membership.  This 
month is National Recruiting 
Month.  Our tool is helping spread 
the word, recruiting booth, fact 
leaflet, òJoin Usó brochure and 
òShare the Joyó brochure. 
 
Display an ad of welcoming home 
the troops in shop windows, on 
community center bulletin boards, 
and military housing bulleting 
boards. 
 
Contact you Family Readiness 
Group leader is Steve Read (916) 
361-4655, email 
steveread@usarmy.mil.  The 
Family Readiness Group (FRG) is 
officially command sponsored 
organization of family members, 
volunteers and soldiers belonging 
to a unit, that provide an avenue of 
support, assistance, resources and 
create a climate  of community.  
Their basic goal is to provide 
support and outreach to the family 
members.  Use your internet as a 
source of information to further 
educate yourself regarding (FRG). 
 
Rosieõs know that the Department 
of California can do it.  Our 
organization is maintained by the 
strength of our membership.  Our 
volunteer work is so important to 
our Veterans and their families; we 
are a big part of our communities.  
Our time is now to Honor our 
Military Heroõs.  Our organization 
is needed more now then ever in 
our communities.  So, Sisters, 
please keep a membership card 
handy. Please Rosieõs our goal of 
100% is getting closer everyday.  I 
see some Districts are just a few 
members away, remember for our 

Night on the Town your District 
must be 90% by December 31, 2009 
or 100% by May 31, 2010.  
Remember, if the Department is 
90% by December 31, 2009, our 
Department President Sue will 
qualify for her Night on the Town, 
so Ladies letõs get to work.  (We 
Can Do!). 
 
I want to thank each Auxiliary that 
has sent in a least one report.  I 
love to read what is going on our 
Department of California. 
 
Please make sure you are viewing 
the Department and National 
awards.  There is so much to 
receive for your Auxiliary and 
District. 
 
Our journey together is a happy 
one for as you see our Department 
Rosieõs are working extra hard.  
Sisters you make me so happy 
when I see the numbers raise.  I 
know in my heart that We Can It!.  
Our service to our Veterans is 
òLove in Actionó and I do believe 
òItõs Time for òAmerican Military 
Heroõsó 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership 

Tootsie 

Dougherty 

http://www.loc.gov/vets
mailto:steveread@usarmy.mil
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òDoes America Still Have 
Heroes?ó That is the theme for 
2009-2010 Voice of Democracy 
Patriotic Audio Essay 
Competition. I can only imagine 
the wonderful speeches our high 
school students will submit from 
the inspiration of this theme. 
Equally inspiring for our middle 
school youth is the Patriot's Pen 
Theme, "When is the Right Time 
to Honor Our Military Heroes?"  
If you are new to these programs a 
reading of the brochures is in 
order. Brochures for Voice of 
Democracy and Patriot's Pen that 
can be obtained from the VFW 
Emblem & Supply or can be 
downloaded from the VFW 
website, www.vfw.org.  Program 
Themes, rules and entry/report 
form are included in the 
brochures.  In addition, be sure to 
read the entire program in the 
Department Presidentõs book. The 
deadline for student entries to the 
Post is November 1, 2009.  
 
Promoting the programs in the 
public schools can be challenging. 
It is important to establish a 
contact within the school, a 
teacher, principal or PTA member. 
Speaking at a PTA meeting is an 
excellent way to publicize the 
scholarship programs. A visit to 
the following website will help 
you find your local PTA: 
http://pta.org/localptas/ptalinks.as
p?div=California.  
 
Public Schools, home schooled 
youth and youth groups and clubs 
are another source for student 
entries. Work with your Post for 
the best exposure.  
 

When reporting for the programs 
tell how your Auxiliary promoted 
the program whether or not you 
had an entry. Report how the 
contests were publicized within 
your community. Include total 
dollars spent on each program 
including cost of promotion, 
fundraisers and awards.  
 
Please contact me if you have any 
questions regarding these 
programs. If I donõt know, Iõll 
certainly find out!  
 
Mary Lombard- Cell (949) 683-0106 
e-mail lavfw3801@cox.net  
 

The Results of the Patriotic 
Art Contest are as follows: 

 
1st Place ð Rachel Scott 

District 17 - $500.00 
 

Second Place ð Taylor Viramontes 
District 2 - $300.00 

 
Third Place (Tied) 
Stephanie Wilson  
District 4- $100.00 

and 
Destiny Esquiviac 
District 13 - $100.00 

 
Congratulations to all Students, 
we are so proud of you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JUST ONE 
One song can spark a moment,  
One flower can wake the dream.  
One tree can start a forest,  
One bird can herald spring.  
One smile begins a friendship,  
One handclasp lifts a soul.  
One star can guide a ship at sea,  
One word can frame the goal.  
One vote can change a nation,  
One sunbeam lights a room.  
One candle wipes out darkness,  
One laugh will conquer gloom.  
One step must start each journey.    
One word must start each prayer.  
One hope will raise our spirits,  
One touch can show you care.  
One voice can speak with wisdom,  
One heart can know what's true,  
One life can make a difference,  
You see, it's up to you!  
 
- ANONYMOUS  

 
Please remind your members to 
send the reports of a deceased 
member to the San Clemente 
address; there are several reports 
going to my old address.   
 
Please make sure to complete the 
Chaplainõs report of a deceased 
member and send by mail or by 
email (see interactive form on the 
Ladies Auxiliary Department of 
California web site).  Please make 
sure the information is legible and 
accurate.  Below is a list of our 
departed Sisters that have been 
reported since the last issue of the 
ECHO.  Please review this list and 
send any corrections to 
rfulk@cox.net or refer to the 
Department roster for contact 
information.   
 
Keep our Sisterõs families in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
 
 

State 
Chaplain 
Renee Fulk 

Patriotõs 
Pen and 
Voice of 
Democracy 
Mary  
Lombard 

http://www.vfw.org/
http://pta.org/localptas/ptalinks.asp?div=California
http://pta.org/localptas/ptalinks.asp?div=California
mailto:lavfw3801@cox.net
mailto:rfulk@cox.net
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District 1   

Virginia Corison 6/02/09 1924 
Yvette Mathieu 5/25/09 1924 
   
District 2   

Norica Norlander 7/31/09 4048 
   
District 3   

Dolores 
Bonkowski 

6/30/09 6563 

Jean Griffin 8/23/09 8680 
Marian Hurley 6/23/09 8680 
Mary Lou Karr 8/  /09 8680 
   
District 6   

Ruth Blanfet 5/23/09 1944 
Sharon Stokley 5/24/09 2070 
Arlys Holehouse 8/18/09 8620 
   
District 8   

Virginia Brann 6/29/09 2814 
   
District 10   

Helen Lord 6/23/09 3000 
   
District 11   

Marian M. 
Schadler 

6/06/09 1981 

Margaret Godwin 7/30/09 8900 
   
District 12   

Hazel Viola Cook 7/14/09 3982 
Mildred L. 
Langlois 

7/05/09 3982 

   
District 13   

Vada Wilson 8/01/09 3154 
Hulda Ballard 6/22/09 3322 
Leon Barkhousen 8/09/09 5059 
Phyllis 
Wittenborn 

8/08/09 7792 

Josephine 
Chavoya 

8/12/09 9946 

Corrine Mae King 6/19/09 9946 
   
District 16   

Fern Knepper 5/  /09 1123 
Fe Santiago 8/08/09 1123 
Anneliese Cooper 5/26/09 1929 
Emma Jo Wolfer 7/26/09 3928 
Maria M. Johnson 6/18/09 9268 
Betty Goekler 8/01/09 11166 
   
District 17   

Linda Anderson 3/   /09 67 
Lou Franks Sartori 6/26/09 67 
Pearl Long 6/   /09 67 
Lorraine Stai 4/07/09 2324 
Mae Hardcastle 8/18/09 5991 
Terri Stokesberry 6/24/09 6158 
   

District 23   

Mary L. Edwards Unknown 8547 
Barbara King 4/13/09 8547 
Mabel Williamson 6/27/09 8547 
Vivian Davis 6/01/09 9223 
Anna Belle Lewis 7/31/09 9223 
Diane H. Staly 8/01/09 9223 
Jacquline Hinken 6/  /09 10267 
   
District 25   

Ada Marshall 6/   /09 8399 
Dorothy Y Reid 7/10/09 8399 
Lenora Roehm 7/29/09 10789 

 

 
 
In loving memory : 
 
Past Department President Dora 
Mooneyham passed away 
8/31/09.  She served as 
Department President in 1979-80 
with Ray Ohrel.  Her theme was 
òOnward with Dedication and 
Loyalty.ó  Her symbol was the 
Dogwood Blossom.  Dora was a 
beautiful Lady who will be greatly 
missed.   
 

        Cancer Aid                      
           & Research 
        Doris McDonald 
 

LIFE IS SO 
PRECIOUS 

Have you made that appointment 
for a mammogram or for any other 
symptom, you may have noticed?  
If not, please do so today.  This 
early detection could lead to early 
treatment resulting in remission or 
possible cure. 
 
Itõs time to send your CANCER 

QUOTA of $2.00 per member.  An 
award will go to each District 
Chairman with the greatest 
percentage over 100% in each 
membership group.  Have you 
made plans as yet for a special 

function for the CANCER FUND?  
A personal or Auxiliary CANCER 
MEMORIAL may be made to 
Department in lieu of flowers. 
 
Have you taken Educational 
Brochures to the Comrades?  
Remember, they are not immune 
to this dreaded illness and 
òSERVICE TO OUR VETERANS 
IS LOVE IN ACTIONó.  It is very 
important that they be made aware 
of the signs of Cancer. 
 
Thank you to all Auxiliaries, 
Members, Districts and Comrades 
for your participation in the 
Cancer Pin Program.  Please plan 
to take care of those pins on 
consignment at the Council of 
Administration, if you havenõt 
already done so.   
 
I thought my goal was high, but 
our NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
JANõS GOAL IS ONLY $3.5 
million.  I know we can do our 
share.  The more we contribute, 
the more we can bring home to 
California.  The 1st place 
Department in each division will 
receiver 25% of its total 
contributions to present to a local 
Cancer research institution in their 
area.  All of Departments reaching 
$2.00 or more per member will 
receive 15% of their total 
contribution to present to a local 
institution. 
 
September is Prostrate and 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Month, Childhood Cancer Month, 
Leukemia, Lymphoma, and 
Thyroid Cancer Awareness Month. 
 
Yes IT IS TIME TO HONOR 

AMERICAõS HEROESó not only 
now, but today, tomorrow and 
always. 
 
If you have any questions on the 
Cancer Program, please feel free to 
contact me at any time.  òWE CAN 
DO IT!. 
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Hospital 
and VAVS  
Peggy 
Martin-
Holliday 

 

 At the First Council of 
Administration meeting, all 
District Presidents were given 
packets containing the necessary 
forms for reporting purposes.  
Included was the Volunteer Pin 
Application; Hospitalized 
Veterans Writing Project; Medical 
Assistance Application; Auxiliary 
Hospital Awards and Auxiliary 
Hospital Service Pins.  Included 
was our new Report Form and the 
Sisters were instructed to destroy 
the old ones.  Remember, when 
sending me your report, make sure 
to include a credit sheet along with 
your attachment. 
 
I urge you to reward your 
volunteers for their hours of 
service to our òAMERICAS 

MILITARY HEROESó by sending 
the Volunteer Pin Request form to 
Co-Chairman Norine Aldecoa, 
2445 W. Fedora Avenue, Fresno 
CA 93705-2629.  Show them how 
much it means as we continue our 
òSERVICE TO VETERANS AND 
OUR LOVE IN ACTION.ó 
 

 
 
On September 1st , it was my honor 
to present a check of $8,694.00 as 
Californiaõs Cancer Grant for 

research to the VA Medical Center 
in San Francisco.  This VA is the 
leading research center in the U.S.  
The Chief Administrator Dr. Larry 
Carroll was extremely happy with 
our generous contribution.  I told 
him I wanted to dedicate this grant 
in memory of Karen Smith.  He 
advised their Chief of Pathology 
Dr. Benjamin Yen had just passed 
away from Bone Cancer as well.  
Since they both succumbed to the 
same dreaded disease I designated 
our contribution for Bone Cancer 
Research.   
 
Loyally with love, 
Kay Fuller, Jr. Past Dept. President 
 
                          

 
I hope everyone knows what time 
it is - Itõs Time for Americaõs 
Military Heroes!  Our work in the 
Veterans and Family Support 
program provides our current and 
past military heroes with the 
support they need. I know from 
the reports Iõve received that we 
continue to serve them well ð and 
Service to Veterans is Love in Action! 
 
Veterans Day is just around the 
corner. This is a great time to 
distribute Buddy Poppies. By 
now, I am sure you have your 
campaigns already planned. I wish 
everyone great success. Give out as 
many Poppies as you can ð 
whether or not you receive 
donations. Every Poppy used 
helps a Veteran. Please also 
continue to use them in table 
decorations, to wrap napkin/place 
settings, on posters, and in 
wrapping gifts to name a few uses. 
This time of year is also an 
excellent time to check with 
Veterans and active military to see 
if anyone will need some help 
through the upcoming holidays.  

There are many families that 
urgently need some assistance for 
Thanksgiving or Christmas. 
 
At this time of year, the VFW 

National Home for Children is 
also preparing for the Holidays. 
Sending your quota and more to 
the Health & 
Happiness/Christmas Cheer fund 
will help them with those 
preparations. Direct donations for 
Christmas gifts are also always 
appreciated as are Christmas cards 
sent to the children.  
 
Many Auxiliaries have already 
donated much needed funds to 
National Military Services.  This 
help to our active Military is very 
much appreciated! Please 
remember that donations should 
go to the National Auxiliary (or 
the Department Auxiliary) but not 
directly to the VFW. I also thank 
all the Auxiliaries that have 
Adopted a Unit, either on their 
own, with their Post, or with other 
Auxiliaries. I hope that others can 
investigate this. The information 
for finding & adopting a Unit was 
provided to District Presidents & 
Chairmen at the beginning of the 
year and is also available on our 
website.  
 
Please make a special effort to 
recognize our VFW Department 

Service Officers and the excellent 
work they do.  Perhaps some of 
you can be trained to assist them 
in preparing claims. You can also 
provide the community with 
information on what the Service 
Officer can do to assist all 
Veterans. In addition, please 
ensure you donate to the VFW 
Service Officer fund to help them 
continue to assist Veterans.  
  
I want to continue to remind you 
about the Continuing Education 

Scholarship offered by the 
National Ladies Auxiliary.  
Donations can be made to the 

Veterans and 
Family Support 
Marilyn Peck 
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National Auxiliary. We should 
also remind our members about 
applications for this scholarship..  
 
I thank you all for the many 
reports Iõve already received. I also 
appreciate the fact that you are 
remembering to submit reports for 
each of the reporting areas on 
separate forms. Keep up the great 
work.  To those Auxiliaries that 
havenõt yet reported - the 
reporting year is just about half 
over! If you need any assistance or 
information, please donõt hesitate 
to contact me by phone (714-809-
2874) or email 
(marilyn.peck@jameshardie.com). 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

           
 

     Youth Activities 
       La Verne Wilson 
 

It is a great honor to serve as your 
Youth Activities Chairman.   I look 
forward to working with all of you 
as we embrace òService To 
Veterans Is Love In Actionó for 
òItõs Time For Americaõs Military 
Heroesó òAs We Continue To 
Keep Our Youth Involvedó. 

           
I would like to begin by 
Congratulating Junior Girl Krysta 

Lynn Brown of PFC Adrienne L. 
Mitchell Ladies Auxiliary #11087 
Junior Girls Unit for winning the 
National $10,000.00 Junior Girl 
Scholarship.  Krysta will be 
attending the National Convention 
and her picture will be in the 
Ladies Auxiliary VFW Magazine. 
Krysta attends Laguna Blanca 
School in Santa Barbara and will 
be entering the 11th grade in the 
fall.  After Krysta graduates, she 
would like to pursue the field of 
biochemistry. Krysta would like to 
attend either Harvard University 
or Brown University. She is very 
interested in science, biology, the 
genetic make up of organisms, and 
the chemical make up of matter. 
Eventually, she would like to 
discover a cure or vaccine that can 
save the lives of many people.  
Krysta, is the granddaughter of 
Ellis and La Verne Wilson. 

 
Now down to business. I am sure 
by now the District Presidents 
have given my Youth Activities 
Package to their District Youth 
Activities Chairman, (this was 
given out at the First Council of 
Administration Meeting) which 
included information about this 
wonderful program. Samples of 
pamphlets that could be ordered 
from National at the cost of $5.00 
per 25 include: Young American 

Creative Patriotic Art Awards, 
Outstanding Young Volunteer of 
the Year Award, Who are the 
Junior Girls?, and College 
Scholarships for Outstanding 
Junior Girls Unit Members. The 
VFW National Home for Children 
pamphlet is available from 
National Home, at no cost.  Also in 
the package were forms of all of 
the programs that you may copy 
and give to each Auxiliary in the 
District.   

 
As we begin a new year, we must 
work closely with our youth 
throughout the state.  Working 
together we can help them write 

their destiny through encouraging 
them to apply and participate in all 
of the Special Youth Program 

Awards. Such as:  Young 
American Creative Patriotic Art 
Contest, Marie Klugow 
Scholarship, Junior Girls 
Scholarship Competition, 
Supporting Our Military Heroes, 
Voice of Democracy, Patriotõs 
Pen, the Junior Girls Units, 
volunteering in the Hospital and 
other programs for youth.  The 
Auxiliaries must support the 
JROTC, Snowball Express and if 
they do not have a Junior Girls 
Unit extend a helping hand to the 
Auxiliaries that do until you 
establish one. 

 
The Youth are the future of the 
Ladies Auxiliary to the VFW. You 
must continue to promote the 
Junior Girls Units. Every District 
should have at least one Junior 
Girls Unit.  This effort must begin 
in our Auxiliaries, working 
together with the District Youth 
Activities Chairman to establish 
more Junior Girl Units in the State 
of California. We must keep the 
Junior Girls Units involved in our 
programs, they will help to 
promote and support our 
programs. They visit our Veterans, 
and bring smiles to their faces and 
joy to their hearts, and they 
participate in our fundraisers and 
are a source of joy and pride to our 
State Conventions.  We as 
members, must stand up and be 
counted. Itõs time for our youth 
and òItõs Time for Americaõs 
Military Heroes!ó   

 
In the past National promoted the 
Snowball Express by giving a 
citation to every Auxiliary that 
donated $100.00 by December 30th.  
However, that award has been 
discontinued, and is no longer 
available from National.  The good 
news is that Department will 
continue this program. You must 
send $100.00 to Department 

Buddy Poppy Reminder  
 

 
 

The Buddy Poppy is 

assembled by disabled and 

needy Veterans in VA 

Hospitals. Proceeds from 

Buddy Poppy Drives are used 

for aid, relief and comfort 

of needy Veterans and 

members of the Armed 

fo rces and their dependents  

 

mailto:marilyn.peck@jameshardie.com
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earmarked Snowball Express by 
December 30th and your Auxiliary 
will receive a citation from 
Department.  

 
National has been asked why the 
Jr. Girl Unit Director and Youth 
Volunteer of the Year were 
discontinued from National 
program. Here are the statistics: As 
of 5/31/09 we have 141 units with 
(2) pending institutions in the 
country. Ladies, this is a small 
number of units. That number is 
down from 6/30/08 when we had 
157 units.  We consistently have 
had only 30 entries for the Youth 
Volunteer of the Year.  That is 
slightly over half of the entries we 
should have.  Youth Activities 
Chairmen, we must promote the 
Jr. Unit program and increase our 
participation so that no other 
programs are dropped. 

 
Several changes have been made 
in the 2009-2010 Programs:   

 

¶ Department will no longer 
handle blackout sheets for any 
of the programs.  

 

¶ There will be no more Gold, 
Silver or Bronze awards when 
the National Office runs out of 
them. 

 

¶ Snowball Express has been 
moved to the Youth Activities. 

 

¶ Legacy Awards are in honor 
our Past Department 
Presidents, and are presented 
to the  Auxiliary Chairman in 
the state, who best promotes 
the name award in the 2009- 
2010 Auxiliary year.  The 
names and awards are listed in 
the package given to your 
District President and in the 
2009 Program Book.). 

 

¶ Jr. Girls Unit Director and 
Youth Volunteer of the Year 
are out of the program.  

 
For your information:  I will need 
your reports before the 22nd of 
each month.  Any reports received 
on or after the 22nd of each month 
will be reported on the blackout 
sheet of the following month.  I 
plan to e-mail and mail the 
blackout sheets and they will also 
be on the web-site.  

 
If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me. God Bless 
You and God Bless America. 

 
 
 

 
Heightened security measures 
have dramatically increased the 
time it takes for a letter sent by 
post to reach a congressional 
office.  More and more, citizens are 
using emails and faxes to 
communicate their concerns and 
increasingly elected officialsõ 
offices prefer electronic 
communications for constituent 
contact.  As a general rule, 
Members of Congress are for more 
likely to heed your message if you 
are one of their constituents. 
 
Purpose of Your Letter: 

¶ State your purpose for writing 
in the first sentence of the 
letter. 

¶ If your letter pertains to a 
specific piece of legislation, 
identify it.  Make sure that you 
are referencing the correct 
legislation to the correct body 
of Congress.  House bills are 
H.R. #____; Senate bills are 
designated as SB#____. 

¶ Be courteous. 

¶ If appropriate, include 
personal information about 
why the issue matters to you . 

¶ Address only one issue in each 
letter ore email. 

 
Addressing Your 
Correspondence: 

¶ To a Senator 
 

The Honorable (Full Name) 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator (Last Name) 
 

¶ To a Representative 
 

The Honorable (Full Name) 
United States House of 
Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr./Mrs./Ms. (Last 
Name: 

 
Note: When writing to the Chair of 
a Committee or the Speaker of the 
House, it is proper to address 
him/her as: 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman or Madam 
Chairwoman: 
Or Dear Madam Speaker: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TIPS FOR PHONING 
CONGRESS 

 
Telephone calls are usually taken 
by a staff member.  Ask to speak 
with the aide who handles the 
issue about which you wish to 
comment. 
 
After identifying yourself as a 
constituent, tell the aide you 

SOME TIPS FOR 

WRITING 

CONGRESS 
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would like to leave a brief 
message, such as: òPlease tell 
Senator/Representative (Name) 
that I support/oppose 
(S.B.#___/H.R.#___).ó 
 
State your reasons for your 
support or opposition to the bill.  
Ask for your senatorsõ or 
representativeõs position on the 
bill.  You may also request a 
written response to your telephone 
call. 
 

Dear Sisters, 
I wish to express my heartfelt 
thanks to all who attended our 
National Convention in Phoenix, 
Arizona.  The greeting I received 
following the Presidentõs 
Luncheon was unbelievable.  The 
amazing welcome of more than 
fifty Sisters smiling and 
applauding, truly warmed my 
heart. 
 
The gifts presented included a 
lovely star necklace, beautiful red 
roses and numerous mementos, all 
thoughtfully chosen by Judy Jones, 
Senior Vice President.  It was a 
great convention with many fond 
memories.  Foremost, was the 
wonderful support of my Sisters. 
Loyally with love, 
Kay Fuller, PDP 
 

ROSTER CHANGES 
 

Past Department President Julie 
Williamsonõs  new address is 615 
Hampton Drive, Roseville, CA 
95678 

 
18th District President Barbara 
Allen has a new address, 6799 
Skyway # 16 ð Paradise, CA 95969 
 
Orangevale Auxiliary 3045-17 has 
changed the location for their 
regular monthly meetings.  As of 
September 13, 2009, they will hold 
their monthly meeting at VFW 
Post 9869-17, 4120 Douglas 

Avenue, Suite 305, Granite Bay, 
CA 95746.   The day and time will 
continue to be the same, which is 
the second Sunday of the month at 
1:30 pm. 
 
 

 
 

DATE: Friday, October 16, 2009 
Check into the Ramanda Inn, 323 
Reservation Road, Marina CA 
93933.  Phone  (831) 582-9100. 
10:00 am ð Visit to Palo Alto 
Veterans Health Care System with 
tour of the Fisher House, 3801 
Miranda Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 
94303.  Phone: (650) 493-5000. If 
you have uniforms, please wear 
them. 
12:00 pm ð Lunch at the Palo Alto 
Health Facility and return to 
Monterey Bay area (approximately 
1 hour travel time).  Open to 
possible short tour of South 
Monterey wineries or shopping at 
the Gilroy Outlets. 
5:00 pm ð Cocktail Hour and 
Dinner at the Growerõs Pub in Old 
Town Salinas, 227 Monterey Street.  
Phone: (831) 754-1488.  Cost will be 
approximately $14.00-$15.00 per 
person. The dress will be business 
casual. 
 
DATE: Saturday, October 17, 2009. 
8:00 am ð Breakfast will be 
provided by the LAVFW and at 
the Seamont Post 8679-12,  at 1996 
Freemont Blvd. Seaside, CA 93933.  
Donations will be accepted.  
10.00 am ð Tour of the San Juan 
Bautista Mission and surrounding 
historical areas of interest.  The 
Mission is located on Second and 
Mariposa Streets, San Juan 
Bautista, CA 95045. There is no fee 
but donations are accepted. 
12.00 pm ð Lunch provided by the 
LAVFW and at Leslie L. Garratt 
Post 6359-12, 58 Monterey Street, 

San Juan Bautista, CA.  Donations 
will be accepted. 
1:30 pm ð Shop and visit the 
various antique and clothing stores 
located along Third Street, the 
main street in San Juan Bautista. 
Time to travel back to Marina, rest 
and have time to dress for dinner. 
 

DATE: Sunday 18, October 18, 
2009. 
Option to have breakfast and 
location is open to President Sueõs 
wishes.  There are restaurants close 
by or the motel provides a 
continental breakfast. 
9:00 am ð District 12 Auxiliary 
meeting will be held at the seaside 
American Legion Post 591-12, 
located at 1000 playa Avenue, 
Seaside, CA 93955.  A short visit 
will be made to the Comrades 
meeting.  Lunchtime will be 
determined by either a 
continuation or adjournment of the 
Auxiliary meeting. 
Lunch ð Lunch will be provided 
by Seamont Post 8979-12, at 1996 
Fremont Boulevard, Seaside, CA 
93955.  The cost will be $5.00. 
 
If there is a continuation, the 
Auxiliary meeting will resume in 
the American Legion building 
right after lunch.  If the meeting 
was adjourned prior to lunch, 
please everyone, have a safe trip 
home.  
 
If there are any questions, please 
contact: 
District 12 President Gloria Adame 
(408) 842-4816 or (408) 316-9680 
garlicgloria@aol.com. 

 
 

12th DISTRICT 
OFFICIAL 

VISIT 
AGENDA 
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13 TH   

DISTRICT AND  

AUXILIARY  

OFFICIAL VISIT  

 

Friday, November 13, 2009 
Lunch ð meet at: 11:15 am 
Golden Corral Restaurant 
2580 West Grant Line Road 
Tracy, CA 95304 
 
Arrive at 1:00 pm 
Livermore Veterans Hospital 
4951 Arroyo Road 
Livermore, CA 94550 
 
Meet & Greet at 4:30 ð 4:45 pm 
Atwater Post & Auxiliary 9946 
1288 Broadway 
Atwater, CA 95301 
 
Dinner at 5:30 ð 5:45 pm 
Hamburger Night 
Winton, CA 95388 
 
Meet & Greet 8:00 pm 
Turlock Post and Auxiliary 5059 
1405 E. Linwood Ave. 
Turlock, CA 95380 
 
10:00 pm return to the hotel 
 

Saturday, November 14, 
20009 

 
Breakfast at 9:00 am 
Thom Jenkins Post and Auxiliary 
9454 
5019 Main Street 
 
Meet & Greet 11:00 am 

William Lloyd Davis Post and 
Auxiliary 3154 
9 N. Washington Street 
Sonora, CA 95370 
 
Lunch & Meet and Greet 1:00 pm 
San Andreas Post and Auxiliary 
2600 
156 W. Saint Charles Street 
San Andreas,  CA 95249 
 
Arrive for Tour 2:45 pm ð 3:00 pm 
Chocoholic Divine 
18819 E. Hwy 88 
Clements, CA 95236 
 
Cocktails 6:00 ð 6:30 pm 
Dinner 6:30 pm 
Modesto Post and Auxiliary 3199 
2801 W. Hatch Road 
Modesto, CA 95358 
 

Sunday, November 15, 2009 
District Meeting 10:00 am 
Modesto Post and Auxiliary 3199 
2801 W. Hatch Road 
Modesto, CA 95358 
Lunch will be served following the 
meeting.  Donation is $5.00 per 
person. 

 
All times are approximate 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Subscription Form 
Ladies Auxiliary VFW Department 

of California Auxiliary Echo 
 
Send to _______________________ 
 
 
Aux. No.  _______ Dist.  ______ 
 
 
City, State, and Zip Code: 
___________________________ 
 
 

If you have not turned in your 
subscription fees now is the time.  
The subscription of the Echo is 
from July 2009 to May 2010.  
Please enclose a check in the 
amount of $7.00 and send it to 
3100 Fite, Suite 108, Sacramento, 
CA 95827 and earmark it - Echo 
Subscription. 
_______________________________ 
 
You may contact us at::  
Phone: (916) 361-0932 
or (916) 361-0933 
Fax: (916) 361-0934 
E-Mail Sherl: 
daverio@lavfwca.org 
E-Mail Jan: monday@lavfwca.org 
Website: lavfwca.org 

    
    
    
                                                                                                                            

mailto:daverio@lavfwca.org
mailto:monday@lavfwca.org
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Presidents of the Month 
 

 
          

                                                                          
            Gloria Ham                       Marion Karas                    Carole Wooles                      Gwen Stewart
 President, District 5                     President, District 25                     President, District 7                        President, District 11 

                   Division I                                    Division II                                       Division III                                     Division IV 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                   
 

            Michelle Felan                  Robin Lawetzki                 Rhonda Montgomery           Rosanna Vasquez   
            President, District 8                     President, District 23                 President, District 13                       President, District 1   

                   Division V                                   Division VI                                   Division VII                                      Division VIII 
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VFW MID-WINTER CONFERENCE 2010 

                 January 23-24, 2010 
 

HILTON SACRAMENTO ARDEN WEST 
         2200 HARVARD STREET 
                 SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 

 

Room Rate - $93.00 per night plus 12.00% tax and $1.31 fee = $105.47 
 

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS ï DECEMBER 29, 2009 
 
REGISTRATION FORM  

King Bed   Two Beds   
 

ARRIVAL DATE: __________________         DEPARTURE DATE: _________________ 
 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________    
           
Street:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: __________________________________ State: ____________  Zip: ________________     
 

Phone # with/Area Code (______) ______________________     
 

Share room with:_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Special Needs?:_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Post/Aux. # _______________     District #: _______________ 
 

E-mail_______________________________________________________________________ 
Accommodation preferences are subject to availability. Your reservation request must be 
accompanied by credit card guarantee for one nightôs rate or check made payable to Hilton 
Sacramento. Please print clearly. 
 

CHECK : Made payable to Hilton Sacramento #______AMOUNT:________________________ 
 

CREDIT CARD #: _________________________________EXPIRATION DATE: ___________ 
 

Visa--M/CðAEðDiscðOther________ (Circle one) 
 

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Cancellations MUST be received at least 72 hours prior to check-in to assure refund of advance 
deposit and preclude one nightôs room charge. 
 

Mail reservations to: VFW, Department of California Or FAX this form to: 
         1510 J Street, Suite 110  (916) 449-8832 
        Sacramento, CA 95814  
 
On-line reservations: http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/SMFHIHF-SFW-
20100117/index.jhtml 
 
 

http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/SMFHIHF-SFW-20100117/index.jhtml
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/SMFHIHF-SFW-20100117/index.jhtml
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             VFW MID-WINTER/VOD BANQUET 
                   FRIDAY JANUARY 22, 2010 

    
  6:00 P.M. No-Host Cocktails ï 7:00 P.M. Dinner 

 

                      HILTON SACRAMENTO ARDEN WEST 
                                2200 HARVARD STREET 

                      SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA            
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Banquet Ticket Order Form 
DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS ï JANUARY 12, 2010 

 
Cost is $45.00 / Guest (This includes tax and service charge) 

 
Name (s):___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:________________________ Post and District:______________________ 
 

Title:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

E-mail:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Banquet Menu 
 

                                                             Surf & Turf                                     
 
 

Number of Tickets______ X $45.00 for Each Meal = Total Cost $_____________________ 

 
CHECK # __________________________   AMOUNT:_____________________________ 
 
CREDIT CARD #: ____________________________EXPIRATION DATE: _______________ 
 

VisaðM/CðAmerican Express (Circle one) We do not accept Discover 
 
Signature: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Limited number of tickets are available on a first come, first serve basis.   
No tickets will be sold at the door. Tickets will be handed out at the Hotel entrance beginning at 12 
p.m. (noon) on the day of the Banquet. Cancellations MUST be received at least 72 hours prior to 
banquet to assure refund 
 
Mail reservations to: VFW, Department of California      FAX this form to: 
         1510 J Street, Suite 110       (916) 449-8832 
        Sacramento, CA 95814       (Visa/MC orders only)    
 

 


