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We are honored to have 
Stephanie Martin, Ladies 
Auxiliary VFW, National Area 
G Representative as our 
National Representative for our 
upcoming Council of 
Administration meeting on 
March 13, 2010, in Merced CA.  
Be sure to express this to 
Stephanie when you see her at 
the council meeting.  It is 
always special when you can 
honor one of our own. 
 
Stephanie Martin of Apple 
Valley, California, was elected 
to represent California on the 
National Council of 
Administration during our 
elections at the State 
Convention in June of 2009.  
This position governs the 
California Ladies Auxiliary to 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
between National Conventions. 
  
Installed at the 96th National 
Convention in Phoenix, Ariz., 
she will serve a two-year term 
as one of 28 representatives 
who make up the Council along 
with the top seven National 
Officers, the National Chief of 
Staff, and the four junior Past 
National Presidents 
 
A member of PVT. Earle 
O’Dell Auxiliary #1732, she 
joined on the eligibility of her 
husband Everett, who served in 
the U. S. Navy. She has held 
numerous positions for the 
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organization including terms as 
Auxiliary, District and State 
President. 
 
On the National level she has 
served as Youth Activities 
Chairman for the Western 
Conference. 
 
Stephanie received her 
Associate in Arts degree from 
Mohave Community College 
and graduated Phi Theta Kappa. 
In her spare times she enjoys 
camping, making greeting cards 
and doing VFW work. 
 
Her family includes husband 
Everett, two children, five 
grandchildren and one great 
granddaughter.   

 
� � ��
����� ��+��1�
	���"%����
�/����
����#��
�

We are all looking forward to 
the March Council meeting this 
year.  It will give us a chance to 
get prepared for the elections 
and preparation of delegate 
forms for the 2010-2011 year 
and discuss reminders for 
getting in all reports to the 
Department Chairmen so they 
can make their determinations 
of awards to be presented at the 
Convention in June. 
 
I have also had questions about 
eligibility for new members.  
Please remember that if the 
applicant is coming in under a 
member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars at the same Post 
as the applicant, it is not 
necessary to check the DD 214.  
I would, however, like the 
information on the service filled 

out on the card so the 
application is complete. 
 
I realize there has been a great 
deal of illness this year and 
economic hardships on our 
members and our Auxiliaries, 
but please consider using your 
relief fund to help your 
members in real financial 
distress to get their dues in so 
there is no lapse in their benefits 
such as the cancer grants, 
insurance and disaster claims as 
well as blood bank 
reimbursement.   
 
We are coming into an exciting 
part of the year.  We have the 
March Council meeting, 
President Sue’s homecoming 
and the District Conventions at 
which time the new officers will 
be elected.  The State 
Convention will be in 
Sacramento this year and with 
the shorter Convention it will 
help make it more affordable 
and convenient for our new and 
younger members who work 
full time.  Please encourage 
your members to attend at least 
part of the activities and learn 
more about the organization. 
 
Hope to see you all in Merced 
in March! 
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Due Dates are fast approaching 

 for the following Programs: 
 

 
   Junior Girls Scholarship –
Applications must be to me, Department 
Chairman by March 25, 2010.    State 
winner must be to National Headquarters 
by April 7. (As of this article I have not 
received any). See pages 95 and 96 in the 
Program Book.  Follow the guidelines; 
there is not a printed application.  

 
Patriotic Art – Students must submit art 
to Ladies Auxiliary Chairman by March 
31, 2010.  If your District  is holding the 
judging, entries must be submitted to me, 
Department Chairman by April 15, 2010.  
State winner must be to National 
Headquarters by May 5, 2010. How to 
package the art work was in my last 
article, however if you have any 
questions please let me know. In addition 
to the winning District entry, please send 
me the total number of entries received 
by each Auxiliary and ask your 
Auxiliaries to include that information in 
their reports.                                                                       
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     The Patriotic Art Program is a Ladies 
Auxiliary Program we have raised the 
money for the awards of this Program.  
For many years we have helped the 
VFW promote the VOD and Patriots 
Pen and have not paid much attention 
to ART. In the last few years we have 
really taken more interest in this 
program.  We have many talented 
artists in California and this is one 
way that students can express their 
love of country and the appreciation of 
the men and women who serve in the 
Armed Forces.  By now you all should 
have contacted the local schools about 
this program and the scholarships that 
the students can win.  If not it is still 
not to late, get busy.  
                
National has discontinued 
“Outstanding Youth Volunteer of the 
Year” and “Second Place winner for 
Junior Girls Scholarship” due to lack 
of participation, which was reported in 
an earlier article.  
 
Marie Klugow Scholarship will be 
the next area to focus on. The deadline 
to the Department Youth Activities 
Chairman is April 15 .  The Ladies 
Auxiliary to VFW, Department of 
California, offers 3  college 
scholarships to Auxiliary members or 
children or grandchildren of members 
in good standing in a California VFW 
Post or Ladies Auxiliary.  This is 
designed to provide financial 
assistance for education.  The 
application form (pages 104-107 in 
your Program Book and on the 
website) provides detail about the 
qualifications required.  Contact your 
high schools, local university, junior 
college and nursing school. While this 
scholarship is not a quota program, all 
Auxiliaries are encouraged to donate 
as least $25.00.  However, any amount 
is appreciated. 
 
Remember to take advantage of the 
various Citations that National offers 
to recognize the great work that our 
Youth are doing.  These Citations are 
Free and are such an easy way to say 
“THANK YOU” to the Youth 
Supporting Our Troops, collecting 
Campbell’s Labels for Education 
and/or to girls achieving one of their 
Girl Scout Awards. Request forms can 

be found in the Department Program 
Book and on the Department website. 

 
District Presidents and Youth  
Activities Chairman, Auxiliary Presidents 
and Youth Activities Chairman make 
sure that the above information is shared 
with your members, and remind them to 
send in their reports so that they will be 
counted in the many awards that will be 
given this year at the 2010 Convention.   

 
Snowball Express Update:  Thank you for 
sending in your $100.00 donations to 
Department by December 30th.  
Department received $1900.00 for Snowball 
Express, those Auxiliaries  
that participated will receive a citation. 

 
We have two (2) Ladies Auxiliary 

  VFW Snowball Express Family Coordinators 
in California and they are Renee Kuznik 
1985-17 and Robin Lawetzki 9148-4.  I will 
give a full  
report in the next issue of the Echo  
about them and their volunteer work.   

 
Please continue to send in your donations 
to Snowball Express.  
They need our continuous support.  
This is a year round project.   

 
Remember that all donations of money  
and volunteer hours given to Snowball 
Express are to be counted under Youth 
Activities and not under Community Service 
or Family Support. Our National President 
asked that it be a part of the Youth Activities 
program.  

 
Year End Reports – Start planning  
ahead for your end of the year reports.  
 All Youth Activities Chairman must submit a 
Year End Report.  (in the National President’s 
Program Book) 

 
Program and Award Recognition Report 
form 2009-2010 Recap – The recap of 
Auxiliary Reporting is available on-line under 
the Youth Activities page 
 of the www.lavfwca.org website.  
 Please let your Auxiliary know their  

current standings and what they have 
 to do to be 100%.  They only have to 
 report in one category to be 100%  
however, if they want to be counted in  
awards at convention, send in  
everything they do under Youth  
Activities. The Auxiliaries are sending 
 in their donations to Department 
 however, they are not sending me the 
“Program and Award Recognition  
 Report form 2009-2010” to me 
 therefore they are not receiving credit  
 for their donations such: Junior  
 Girls Fund, Marie Klugow Scholarship,        
Snowball Express, etc. 

 
Sisters, There are many Youth  
Activities in your areas that need help  
and recognition.  Please support these 
 groups.  Talk to the sponsors and see  
where you can be of help.  Ask if you  
can tell them about our Ladies and  
Comrades programs and see if they  
would be interested in participating in  
some of these programs.  Get the word  
out about this wonderful organization a 
and the great programs we have for our 
 youth, Veterans and the community. 

 
If you have any question please e-mail  
or call me. 
  
Thank you for the reports that I have  
received to date. Remember Sisters, 
keep the reports coming.  
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            Gloria Ham                       Debbie Lindberg                   Carole Wooles                      Teresa Ruiz
 President, District 5                     President, District 20                     President, District 7                        President, District 6 
                   Division I                                    Division II                                       Division III                                     Division IV 
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��������� LAVFW STATE CONVENTION 2010  
              JUNE 18-22, 2010 

 
DOUBLETREE HOTEL SACRAMENTO 

2001 POINT WEST WAY 
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95815 

 
Room Rate - $98.00 per night plus 12.10% tax and $1.25 fee = $112.74 

 
DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS – MAY 27, 2010  

 
REGISTRATION FORM 
 

King Bed    Two Beds    
 
ARRIVAL DATE:  ____________    DEPARTURE DATE:  _________________ 
 
Name:___________________________________________________________ 
           
Street:___________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ________________________________ State: ____________  Zip:_____ 
 
Phone # with/Area Code (______) ______________________     
 
Share room with:________________________________________________________ 
 
Special Needs?:_________________________________________________________ 
 
Post/Aux. # _______________     District #: _______________ 
 
E-mail___________________________________________________________ 

 
Accommodation preferences are subject to availability. Your reservation request must be accompanied by 
credit card guarantee for one night’s rate or check made payable to Doubletree Hotel. Please print clearly. 
 
CHECK : Made payable to DOUBLETREE   #______AMOUNT:________________________ 
 
CREDIT CARD #: ____________________EXPIRATION DATE: ___________ 
Visa--M/C—AE—Disc—Other________ (Circle one) 
Signature: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cancellations MUST be received at least 72 hours prior to check-in to assure refund of advance deposit and 
preclude one night’s room charge. 
 
 
Mail reservations to:  VFW, Department of California Or FAX this form to:  
         1510 J Street, Suite 110  (916) 449-8832 
        Sacramento, CA 95814  
 
 
 



- 19 – Auxiliary News                February 2010 

 

 
 

                              STATE CONVENTION BANQ UET 
                                    SUNDAY JUNE 20,  2010 

    
6:00 P.M. No-Host Cocktails – 7:00 P.M. Dinner 

 
 

                        DOUBLETREE HOTEL SACRAMENTO 
                                   2001 POINT WEST WAY 

                     SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95815 
                                                                     

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Banquet Ticket Order Form 
DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS – June 11, 2010  

 
Cost is $40.00 / Guest (This includes tax and servi ce charge) 

 
Name (s):__________________________________________ ______________ 

 
Phone Number:________________________ Post and Dist rict:____________ 
 
Title:_____________________________________________ _______________ 
 
E-mail:____________________________________________ ______________ 
 

Banquet Menu 
   Prime Rib of Beef    Boneless Breast of Chicken  Grilled Filet of Salmon  

             with roasted garlic jus                  filled with caramelized onion and                  garnished with bay shrimp,           and potatoes.                      
mushrooms served with sherry                    fresh crab and lime 

     
 

Number of Tickets______ X $40.00 for Each Meal = To tal Cost $__________ 

 
CHECK # _________________ AMOUNT:__________________ ___________ 
 
CREDIT CARD #: ________________EXPIRATION DATE: ___ ____________ 
 
Visa—M/C—American Express (Circle one)  We do not accept Discover  
 
Signature: ________________________________________ ______________________ 
 
A Limited number of tickets are available on a first come, first serve basis.   
No tickets will be sold at the door. Tickets will be handed out at the Hotel before Joint Opening and Memorial Services. 
Cancellations MUST be received at least 72 hours prior to banquet to assure refund 
 
Mail reservations to:  VFW, Department of California      FAX this form to:  
         1510 J Street, Suite 110       (916) 449-8832 
        Sacramento, CA 95814       (Visa/MC orders only �
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Ladies Auxiliary Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Department of California 
3100 Fite Circle, Suite 108 
Sacramento, CA 95827 
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